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Gen. Sheridan got >:ueb a taste for Indian
blood whcu he slaughtered a whole village ot

Piei-au women aod children that he has been

haukering alter more ever s<nce. but has been

debarred lrom gratifying himself in that re¬

spect by his remark ib|.? discretion, which in¬
duced him to only snuff said blood from afar,
like t'.ie war hur>e d"».sihe battle ti-.-ld. Chance,
however, lau ly threw an opportunity in his

way for anotlior least upon the ivd man's irore,

without risk to lis precious self, but tb : lates

were against him,and so,shrugging his shoulders
aod ringing, "On, ever thus lrom childhood's
hour," he solaced himself by cursing the South¬
ern banditti, and resolving to make a double
meal upon white blood whou he sliall be called
to assist in the inauguration ot' Hayes. The

opportunity a.iuded to was when some of the
bands who have been or: the war path beggod
to be received at the^agencies. Geo. Sheridan
advised that they be attacked, but the War
Department overruled him.

The radicals assert thit such a being as a

bis k democrat is si moos rosity, and base their
charge of intimidation in the South upon the

ground that States with negro majorities have

gone democratic.au impossibility with a fair
election. Now, no later than yesterday an item
in this paper utterly and completely refuted all
suoh assertions, for it stated, aod its truth can

be substantiated by clouds of witnesses, that a

large party of voters, composed entirely of col¬
ored men, serenaded Dr. D*y, a prominent
democrat of Draoesviilc, Virginia, for the part
he took in the late campaign, and expressed
their hope that Gov. Tilden, for whom they
had voted, would he Quietly inaugurated.
From the proceedings ot the several commit¬

tees,Congressional and Senatorial, now engaged
io investigating the fr-iu Is perpetrated at the
late Presidential clecion, whose reports the
optimists vainly think will settle the present
national difficulties, we are led to believe that
Geo. JBu ler was right when he said that no

body will know who is President until after the
4th of next March.

The Washington Republican is ruoniug a

muck with the gamblers in ths^t ciiy. The
former gets the approval of the community but
the latter get its money.

We are under obligations to Senator Pw S.
Withers for valuable public documents.

Sews oi Ibe Day.
The democrats have a majority of 4 in each

House of tbe FbridaLegislature.
The watchman who ejected a negro of bad

character from the railroad depot io Staunton,
for disorderly conduct, and w is sentenced there¬
for, by Judge Rives, of the U. S. District Court,
under the civil rights bill, to imprisonment,
has been pardoned.
Auother disastrous fire occurred io Little

Rock, Ark., last night, destroying $200,UU0
worth of property.
Refugees from the Mexican States on the

northern border of Mexico are coming into Cal¬
ifornia. A reign of terror is said to exist,owing
to the revolutionary movements.

Rumors of War.
John I. Davenport, the secret agent of the

administration, ha.s information that nineteen
thousand toon have been enrolled to inaugurate
Gov. Tilden on March 5.
The Washington correspondent of the Balti

tuote American says notwithstanding fair mind¬
ed meu in each party view with some distrust
the reports of organizations beiue formed io
some of the Wi st.ro btates, the fact is that the
Western demociaiic members are in receipt of
letters from their constituents, urging them to
stand firm. Souio of tne letters received are

qu te threatening in their tone, while not a few
ucnoowledge that organizations are formed and
beiny forruid. having for au object the avowed
purp >se of inaugurating Gov. Tildeu at all
hiizirds.

_____

Discipline vs. Honor..A correspondent
of tbe Baltimore'Sun writing Irjrn Washington
says:

Li. utenant Spemer, of the T*nth Cavalry,
w»s staiiom d -at Fort Kicharusoo, Texas, in
IS74. On returning to the fjrt after a month's
campaign fgainst hostile Indians, he was in¬
formed thai sundry scandalous reports affecting
i he houor of his wife had been set afloat by two
other ladies of the ga'rison. As the offenders
were women be had no personal means of re¬

dress, and h* applied to the commander of the
lort, Col. Wood, to interfere. The colonul
promised several times to atteud to the matter,
but neglected to do it, aod finally on Spencer's
importuning him, told him "to shut up and
leave him at once." Speucer, in a condition
of great excitement, returned to his quarters
and addressed the following letter to his com¬

manding officer:
.'Sunday, July 19. 1874.Col. Wood.Sir:

Any officer who refuses to shield the honor of
tbe wile of a brother officer, when clothed with
the power to do so, and appealed to dispassion¬
ately, is a coward, or wowe. This has been
your action in my case, aod I denounce you as

a moral coward. To the Secretary of War and
the civil buihorities I propose to submit my
case. T. J. SPENCER,

"First L:"ut. and BrevetCapt., U. S. A."
For writing tins letter Spencer was tried by

court martial and dismissed tbe service. Ho
has uow appealed io Congress to be reinstated,
and tbe military committee look favorably upon
his application. They eay "that military die-
eipfiac imperatively demands subordination and
a proper respect for superior officers, but in
this case allowance shou'd be made for the na¬

ture of tbe provocition and the condition of
mind under which the offense was committed.
The families of officers at our Indian frontier
posts are peculiarly situated. During the cam¬

paigns of their natural protectors, left depend¬
ent Ui>on the care aod consideration of others,
they naturally look to the ranking officer pres¬
ent i or the maintenance of social peace, aod es-

pec ally for projection from scandalous attaoks
upon feimle reputation, which unfortunately
for the real or fancied inequalities of sooial con¬

dition io garrison iif«\areof buttooIrrqueut oc¬

currence.

The Disputed States.
FLORIDA.

The Senate committee cootiuuc9 to sit with
closed doors. The House committee bad four¬
teen colored witnesses belorc it yesterday.
Their names appear ou the poll list ot a pre-
cioct and there were votes in the boxtobalaucc
the Dames oo the list, liuch of them swore

that he did not vote at the precinct. There
were eighteen similar witnesses before the com¬

mittee ou the day before, and more are looked
tor to day.
The case of Manatee county, thrown out be-

cause there was no olerk in the couoty^duriov
tbe election, was called up. Judge ^abamtestified that the clerk resigned just before the
election, and the Governor did not fill bisplaci
io time tor the democrats to register; that tht
republican oouuty commissioners rilled an elec¬
tion, which was regularly held by inspector*
appointed by them; that no man was allowed
to vote at said election without first subsorib
iuc to an oath which reoited that be was a reg¬
ularly qualified voter aud was ou the regisir.\
list of itie year before.
The inspectors made up their returns care¬

fully aod sent them to the county board, which
canvassed them, signed the canvass and for-
warded it to the State board. Judge Graham
had the original papers containing the signa¬
tures ot voters.

LOUISIANA.

Among the witnesses examined hefore^theHouse committee yesterday was J°J}n1"J11;colored, oi New Orleans, who testified that
colored preachers said that no democrat colored
man should bo recoguized by his brethe.ro. At
met all colored people belong to some church,
and preucners have undoubted influence over

theui Kaiord Blount, State Senator and Bap
ti8t bishop, said he would refuse to perform the
marriage ceremony for colored democrats,
would refuse to baptize them; would escom-

munioate them and that voting the democratic
ticket would justify a wife jo getting a divorce;
witness ohangtd his politics because the guv-
eminent of the las: eight years was lucapable ot
affording proteotioo to the colored pooplo; be¬
cause it had oot the support and confidence ol
tbe people aud did not bring criminals to jus
tice Ourrages were committed oo the colored
ueoplo at Colfax, Cousbatta and numerous oth¬
er plaoes, and tbe murderers of colored men

w- re not brought to justice. Thinks that the
gove rnment, as the pressure was so great, would
have endeavored to apprehend the guilty par¬
ties, but the people were so bitter against the
government they would not support it, believe
the government winked at these outrages, as

the leaders of the republican party considered
the death of colored men an immense benehi
to the party. Was at first in favor of the dem¬
ocratic State ticket only, as an organization of
colored men to which I belonged wanted Hayes
and Wheeler, but we concluded it Hayes was

elected Nichols would never be allowed to ta*e
bis seat even if be was elected, fco with mauy
others I determined to vote for f'ilden alsj, in

order to make Nichols as Governor secure.

Was a member ot the Legislature, aod tilled
several minor offices as a republican.
The committee refused to reoeive General

Anderson's statement. He testified before the
committee as follows: Replying to the ques
tion whether Tildea or Hayes electors received
a majority of the votes cast, Geo. Anderson
stated that he did oot know; tbat he DeJeradded up the votes of tbe parishes until they
were ready for promulgation; never heard any
member of tbe bo*rd say who had a majority
of the votes cast. All final decisions in con¬

tested cases were made in executive session.

Sometimes affidavits accompanying the returns
were read. Mr. John Kay was counse 1 for the
board, and was sometimes called before tbe
board in executive session to givei information
od questions of law. The vote of East Feliciana
was thrown out because ot general intimida¬
tion. The vote of Grant parish was thrown
out because there were no legal returns receiv¬
ed from tbat parish. ,;Gen. Anderson reported this statement in

regard to two other polls. Gen. Anderson said,
however, tbat it was possible they had re¬

ceived oo returns from one or two polls 10 the
city but ho did not romember anything ot it.
His impression was tbe entire city vote was

°a
It ^regarded as doubtful whether the Re¬

turning Board will furnish to-day the original
copy of the tabulated statement of the board
for Presidential electors, and should they not
do so the question of contempt will come up
squarely, though it is believed the committee
will await tbe actioo of tbe House on tbe sub
ject before taking any steps toward arresting
the numbers of the board for contempt.
Geo. N cholls wa* serenaded last night. no

made a speech, which he concluded as follows:
"1 was peaceably, fairly and legally elected
Governor by over 8,000 votes of both races m
the State, aod 1 aonouoce to you my faxed de¬
termination to assert and maintain my right to
that position, aud 1 know tbat you are rqually
determined that I shall do so. I^,e Pro"
pared to do my whole duty, and I shall expectthe same from every citizen ot Louisiana.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
The House committee yesterday heard tbe

testimony of Comptroller General Dunn and
Secretary of State Hayne.elioiting the fact
that the electoral vote was canvassed by the
State board of canvassers aud was m-ide up
aod counted from the returns of the county
canvassers, including the counties of rvigetiold
and Jj.urens, which were excluded in the count
for members of the Legislature.
The Senate committee are holding secret ses¬

sions, hearing testimony chiefly oo the intimi¬
dation of negroes, ihe House committee lett
Columbia last night Sor Chailestoo to inquiryiuto the intimidation ot negroes io that and
other counties. It is understood that this move
of the House committee is to counteract the
actioo of the Senate committee.

Id the Supreme Court U. S. District Attor¬
ney Corbin filed a return to the rule for con¬

tempt The oourt also heard argument in tbe
case of the Tilden against the Hayes electors,
but without taking any actioo adjourned.
The Columbia correspondent ot the Jsilti

more Sun, under date of last night, says: 1 he
democratic joint assembly having seventy-nine
Senators and Representatives to-day.a legal
quorum.elected General M. C. Builer to the
Uoited States Senate. H« received 64 out of
the 79 votes. This act on removes the last
chaooe for compromise between the opposing
State governments. It is expected that the
republican portion of the Assembly, after pass¬
ing the bill to arrest aud punish the members
ot the Hamptoo government, will take a recess
nex-Friday until January 12. leaving Cham¬
berlain to finish their desperate game with the
aid of Gen, Ruger's bayonets.
The taxpayers are rallying to Hamptoo s

support with great spirit aod unanimity. At a

gathering of the most prominent merchants
and heaviest taxpayers of Charleston held to

night it was determined, without a dissenting
voice, to ignore in every way the sham govern-
ment of Chamberlaio, aod to hold a mass met¬

ing of oitiz.os of Charleston at Hibernian Hall
on Thursday night to give expression to tho
determination of the people to reoogoizi no

other State government than tbat of Governor
Hamptoo, and to give to that government
prompt aod absolute recognition aud obedience
aud the assuranco of practical and effective
support. The example of tht commercial me

tropolis of the State will be speedny followed
in every county, and the whole body of the
property-owners will stand together io quietiy
refusing to pay a cent ot taxes to Chamber¬
lain's agents unless under direct and continu¬
ous local applicatioo in every oase of the mili¬
tary arm of the federal government. Hamp¬
ton's pledge is already fulfilled, aod without
any violence whatever the authority ot Cham-

berlaio as Governor has ceased to exist, nod
can oever b-j re established exoept in the iorii)
of martial law. ,

The meui;»ml to Congress will probably »c

reported iu tin Wallace House to morrow.
The Congressional committee were to-aaj

examining Comptroller Dunn and Secretary oi

State Hayne, two of theSiate board of canvas¬
sers who nat as judges canvassing the returns
of election in which they themselves were can¬

didate* Some of the developmeots in the tes¬

timony were very rich. Two Congressional
sub committees left to-night fur Charleston to

look into the intimidation practiced ou the
coast.

OREGON.
8 B Bellinger, chairman of the Democratic

State Central Committee, has issued a call for
a uicetiou of the committee at Salem on Ihurs
day, ihe 21st ioftanU The call has been issued
in obedieuce to orders received frpm the Wa-
tional Democratic Ceutral Committee. ihc
object aod purposes of the meeting are not

staled in the call. Gov. Grover has just pub¬
lished a statement of his official action regard¬
ing the rccent cleciion muddle in Oregon, iu

which he says: '1 conclude that Watts is uot
entitled to a certificate of election becausc the
Constitution of the United States declares that
he shali not be appointed, and that Jy. A. Cio-
nin is entitled to a c.rtifi^ate ol election as one

of the electors of the State because he is an

eligible candidate, having the highest number
of leiral vote? cast for that office next afte. the
election of Wot. H. O.lell and John C. Cart-
wiigbt, whose cicc'ions arc not conteste <, auy
other conclusion would disfranchise the otate
of Ort'-'oo as to one third of her representation
iu the College of Electors. To my mind it is

clear that the positive if junction of the Cou-
solution of the Uuited biuics un the subject oi
electors should beeuloic-d.

Letters lrom Kielmiond.
[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. I
Richmond, Va., Dec. IS, 1 6..I he legis-

laluie will certainly do nothing until after the
Christmas holidays, and unless they do better
than they have doue they will do nothing then.
The two houses have uot as yet. agreed when
they wiil adjourn.
There are a number ol small people in the

legislature who imagine they can go to Con¬
gress ou projects ot bouus economy, and who
are willing to go for the htter of retrenchment
aod reform, when there is no spirit of reform
in them. They introduce res duiions of enquiry
about short sessions, roduced per diem, curtail¬
ment of expenses in capiiol offices, &c., while
many good people believe they pray all the
time they may uot lose a dollar themselves by
their proposed cconomy. This does not in
these days, however, sjnd a man to Congress,
and to reach it one has to have merit, vim aod
popularity.
A set of very hand-ome resolutions, couched

in elegant language, and prepared in excellent
taste ly the House Committee on Schools and
Colleges iu recognition ot Mr. W. W. Corco-
ran's donation to the University of Virginia,
were ordered to their engrossment iu the House
to tiay. They arc as follow*:
"The General Assembly of Virginia having

learned that W. W. Corcoran, esq., of Wash¬
ington city, after many acts of kindness to citi-
zjns of thb State, and of liborality to hor public
institutions, has recently given a iarge sum to
her chief scat of learning, and having observed
with admiration the conduct ot one who has
shown the capacity to acquire wealth without
injustice, to possess itwitiout ostentation, and
to dispense it with no other or ject than the ben¬
efit of his fellow man, gratefully acknowledge
his right to fellowship with those 'vhom the
the Commonwealth has deemed worthy of an

enduring place in hor annals as examples to be
honored and imitated by her people; therefore,

"liesolved by the House ot Delegatos (the
Senate concurring,) lhat it be entered of record
on the journals oi the (ienerai Assembly thai
W. W. Corcoran, esq., «.-f the city of vVasbing-
ton, has entitled himself to the tbar.ks ot the
Commonwealth by his munificent gift to the
University ot Virginia

,"Kesolved, That his Excellency t-ie Governor
be requested to transmit to >lr. Corcoran a copy
ol this preamble and resoiu ion engrossed on

parchment."
Mr. Gilman, of Kichmond city, chairman of

the Committee on Schools and Colleges, said:
"At a time when men in high places and in¬

vested with exalted trusts at Washingion, in
their greed for money and power, are obliterat¬
ing the landmarks of the Constitution and tear¬
ing down the bulwarks of repuolican liberty
which our fathors thought impregnable, wo see
an American gentleman and patriot, already
conspicuous for his good deeds, making from his
private fortune a munificent donation to our

great University. The value of his benefaction
is enhanced when we remember that ho owes to
Virginia neither the allegiance due to birth nor
residence within her borders, and that it come3
to us at a time when, in our poverty and sore
distress, we have not the means, but only the
will, to ondow our chief institution of learning
commensurately with i s great merits and press¬
ing necessitic?. In theso days when the finan-
cial outlook is dark and the political situation
darker, we are prone to think that Virginia,
when unlike Connecticut, she gave her vast
northwestern domain lo the Union, without
money and without price, was as prodigal as
poor old Lear when he divided his kingdom
among his ungrateful daughters; but it seems,
as if liko bread cast upon the waters, it is now
coming back to us after many days. Who
knows, Mr. Speaker, but that this is the begin¬
ning of a long list of donations and bequeEtswhich are to enable our poople to push forward
to complete consummation the grand f ducation-
al schctBe of the illustrious founder of the Uni¬
versity. And when it shall become the Oxford
of the South, and young men by hundreda shall
come from the most distant sections of our dis¬
enthralled and prosperous republic, to drink in
knowledge from its pure fountains, they will
find thore a statue of William Corcoran near to
that of Thomas Jefferson, and those effigies will
teach them daily the silent and impressive les¬
son that peace has its triumphs no less than war,
and that civilians may perform deeds for a State
as worthy of enduring remembrance as the
achievements of those who fight and fall on the
battle field in its defenco. 1 am sure, Mr.
Speaker, that the resolutions will be adopted
without dissent."

Richmond, Dec. 19 .The annual report of
the Fish Commissioners, just completed, is a

very interesting paprrr, and will, I hope, have
some effect upon the members of the Legisla¬
ture, and impel them to take more interest in
this sufcj ct. The Commissioners are Messrs
Alex. Moscley, W. B. Koberisoo, and M. G.
E Izey. The members of the Legislature take
little interest ia the fish and oy>ter interest,
although, at this particular time, they spend a

good pile of per diem in oyster suppers, in
which they manifest a commendable interest.
The Fish Commissioners, report.evidently
written by Mr. A; Xauder Moseley.in speak-
iog of an ebtablishmect for (he promotion ol
the special interests of the tide wafer interests,
says:

"There are the oysters.a sreat interest.
How heft to propJiiiat-1 aud multiply them to
ted the people and yLid revenue, might well
engage the cluse s udy oi aod justify an estab¬
lishment of this kind. There are the terrapins
.til ; cL-iight of epicures, and of those cot epi¬
cure-.capabc of indefinite increase and a

source of profit. The hybridizing salt and fresh
water fis.ics, aud acc.iujatiug sale water tithes
to fresh wilier, open a wide and useful field;
for, until experiment is exhausted, there is no

haying what beneficent results may be achieved.
We know that sah water fishes have, by being
confiued to fresh water, lived and propagated
io their new habitat, aud to>t their instinct for
returning to iho ocean. May not the instinct

of ascending fresh water streams.the amaaor-
oaous instinct.bo iui| arccil to fishes that have
uever b^en known to leave the deep hluo sea ?
What, if hog fish or Spanish mack re I were

transported to the upper waters ot tbe James,
ltoanoke, or Potomac, and should spawu there
.id it not probable, from what we know of the
shad and other fish, that the offspring would
seek to return to tbe places of their birth ? If
they sbou'd do so, we would gain two more

anadrouious fishes.the most valuable of all.
-lor they may be indefinitely multiplied, and
posses the profitable quality.saltabiiity; ant!
these two fishes are by general consent esteem

ed the sweetest that swim the ocean stream.
But the experiment would not cease wilh these.
Every fish that swims the sea m»v be made the
subject of inquiry and test. If Virginia be too

poor to make these experiments, and antici¬
pate others in the enjoyment ef the results, we

trust that the subject may not escape the at
tention of the enlightened, enterprising and
aggressive chief of the United Stales Commis
sioo."
The report of the Commissioners will be ac¬

companied by an net for the protection of fish
and an act for the protection of «auie. The act
lor the protection of fi:«h forbids the use ol
Qynamite or any explosive or poisonous article
for the destruction of fish, and with few ex

ceptions forbids the hauling of seines above
tide-water. The act for the protection of game
provides that it shall not-he lawful to kill or

capture any wild ducks in this State between
the 1st of April and the 1st of September of
each year, or during the night.that is, be¬
tween sunset in the evening and sunrise in the
morning, or during the day, except from on

shore, with a gun that can be raised at arm's
length and fired from the shoulder; and also
further provides thai it shall oot be lawful, for
six years from the passage ol this act, to cap¬
ture mocking birds, or to buy or sell the same
.and both buyer and seller shall be subjected
to the penalty imposed by this act.and, iu ad¬
dition. each shall be fined oue dollar for every
bird bought and sold.
Mr. J. M. Tyler, tbcyounggentleman whose

romantic marriage was spoken of lust weik,
died to-day.

In the House, to day, Mr. Massie offerred a

resolution inquiring whether a reduction could
not be made in the clerical work of both the
executive and legislative branches of the Com¬
monwealth. The resolution instructs the Com¬
mittee on Retrenchment and Reform to make
this inquiry.

In the Senate, to-day, on motion of General
Johnson, his resolutions condemning Federal
interference with the affairs of South Carolina,
aud expressing the sympathy of Virgiuia for
the citizens of that State, were taken up.
The General offered the following preamble

as a substitute for that embraced iu his resolu¬
tions on this subject Friday :
Whereas the people of South Carolina, after

years of corrupt and oppressive government,
have, by a supreme eff ort of courage and pa¬
triotism, elected honotabie citiz as to control
her executive and legislative departments,
which choioe has been confirmed by ihe judg
uient of her court of highest resort; and where¬
as tbe authors of the wrongs of this Slate are

now endeavoring to usurp that government by
military force, which they failed to control by
fraud, and for the purpose of so doionlhave de¬
fied the decision of the Supreme Court of the
State, have occupied her State House with
Federal troops, excluding her Legislature there¬
from, and are now obstructing her G)vernorio
the performance of his duty, and eudeavorittg
to establish by the bayonet an intruder iu his
place; therefore.
The General spoke at leogth io support of the

resolutions. He argued that tiiey expressed
sympathy with South Caroline and the appro¬
bation of Virginia lor her course in resisting
usurpation by peaooful process of the courts
and remedies of law. Lie insisted it was the
duty of Virginia thus to uphold them in their
constitutional and legai defense ol their rights;
that when a friend was in double it was the
duty of all his other friends to assist him with
advice, approbation aud sympathy. He showed
it was the duty of V irginia to speak uow in fa¬
vor of law and constitutional remedies. Silence
was misconstrued; our motives aud intentions
were misrepresented. Si'ence mfide nu answer

to these falsehoods; our speech and our actions
gave them the lie. Civil was was the last resort
of the people, and an appeal to the people of the
whole country was 'he ritrht, wise and brave
course. Love of liberty was as deeply implant¬
ed in the hearts of republicans North as in
ours. It was only neoet-sary to arouse it to get
thetu to understand the danger ail were in.
We must speak and show them they were

equally in peril, and they would act. He urg¬
ed an expression from Virginia in this lino ol
policy and principle, relying on republican in¬
stitutions and on the love of liberty in the whole
North and South, republicans and democrats,
to avert the present danger and remedy the-
present evils. There was no expressed opposi¬
tion to tbe resolutions, but some Senators had
doubts as to tbe wisdom of their introduction.
The resolution, after di-cussion, was, on mo¬

tion, made the special order of tbe day tor to¬
morrow.

Id the House the Committee on Courts of
Juatioe reported a bill fixing the term of circuit
courts for Alexandria city.
The Senate amendments to House joint reso¬

lutions providing for a recess of the General
As-iembly, were adopted.

Resolutions were offered expressive of sorrow

for the death of James W. Sheffey, delegate
from Smyih couuty, which occurred during the
recess. Mr. Sheffey was born in Augusta, was
educated in Washington county, and for many-
years had been the leading lawyerof the ccunty
of Smyth. He was a nephew of the late Daniel
Sheffey and a brother of Judge llugb W. Shef¬
fey, of StauntOD.
Mr. Pureoll presented and had referred to

the Committee on Roads a bill to amend the
charter of the Potomac aud Manasses Railroad
Company.

Letter from JLeesburg.
1 Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. |

JjEESBuao, Va., Dec. 18, 1870..On Fri¬
day last an alarm of fire cleared the Court
House about sunset. It was at the corner of
Wirt and Cornwall streets, in a house belonging
to Dr. Magiil, and occupied by several families,
and was got under without much, if any, dam¬
age to the house. But, unfortunately, a mother
had left three children uoder the care of a

father while she went out for a day's work, and
he left them to take care of themselves. One
of them, playing with the fire, had its dress to

citcb, and ran under the bed and was burned
to death, and the others very much frightened
and in great danger.
The celebrated case of the Commonwealth

against Burr Pollard, for au attempt at rape
on a Mrs. Weeks, living in Mt. Gilead dis
trict, came on fur the third trial, aud after oc

cupyiog about three days, was concluded by a

verdict of guilty, with punishment affixed^ at

eighteen years in the penitentiary. Tbe first
trial gave 12 years and the second 15. Major
Orr defended him in ail the cases and bad suc¬

ceeded in getting the two oew trials on points
of law. This crime was committed on Sep¬
tember 12, 1S75. and was clearly proved by
the woman herself recognizing ihe man as ber
assailant; her father, who came to her relic/,
aud who got witbiu fifteen steps of him, three
parties, who saw him io the immediate neigh-
oorhood within half an hour to an hour of the
time of the assault, and a sort oi confession that
he bad got into a fuss at tbe time with a wo-

mao beyond Phiiomont,which was in the direc¬
tion of the place where ihe assault was commit¬
ted, he having been arrested on one side of
Philomoot and the locality being on the other
side. The defence was that another party had
been arrested but discharged upon the oath of

the woman that he was not the man, thus rais¬
ing a doubt i.s to her tning able positively to
identify the party, and also by an alibi proved
by sundry parties, black, and ODe white lady,
that he had been elsewhere,it beiogsome 2 to 4
miles, at sundry hours from two p.m. to withio
the time and up to sundown. The proof ol
the aiibi did oot raise a doubt in the minds ol
the jury, and now perhaps (he ctsu is cod d,
though Mr.Orr has eorered a motion tor a new
trial. Il crime is as much prosecuted elsewhere
as it is iuLoudoun there will have to be a change
iu the law so as to make bard work in the coun
ty jails the punishment, or the penitentiary will
be a sccoud "black hole" of Calcutta.
A most abundant supplv of tho very best ice

has been obtained. Mr. J. 11. Beuchler, coo-
feciiouer. has stored away solidly about 20U tons
of it. His ice house is above grouad with a
concrete floor sloping slightly so as to drain
into troughs 32 feet loDg iu all, in which he
keeps milk from two to lour days sweet. The
ice he sold Inst summer at seventy five cents to
regular dealers and one dollar to casual custom¬
ers. it is heavy work to fill it, but very pleas¬
ant iu its profits. Al.IQUIs.

Forcijin New*.
Russia desires that the understanding ar¬

rived at in the preliminary conference should
be embodied in a note, to be pr-s^nted by each
Ambassador »o the Porte, and ;hat flic Porte
should in* invited to negotiate on the points
mentioned io the note. The object oi this
proceeding is to make Turkey, if she is obsti¬
nate, place herself io opposition to the wiil of
united hurone. There is no longer any ques¬
tion of forming tributary States, but only one
of reforms which are limited to administrative
autonomy. Even iu this respect the extreme
views which once prevaihd have gradually
moderated. Thus the i id practicability of a

general disarmument of Mahometans has been
recognized, and a prohibition against wearing
arms in public substituted. The proposition
to hand the administration entirely over to the
Datives of various districts has beeD also con¬
siderably mouified. There seems every proba¬
bility not only of an agreement in the confer
ence among the Europeans, but that the Turks
may be even brought to acquiesce in the refoim
scheme, with slight modifications. It is thought
that the question of'guaraDtees mu>t have been
only touched upon iu a verygenerai w.iy at the
preliminary conference so as oot to become
ao ob.«t:ic:c, there having been throughout the
most remarkable aud growing disposition on all
sides to avoid as much iis possible everything
which might cause a difference. The agree¬
ment cemented between England and Russia
will have a firm acd conciliatory character.

Ihe following is a report of the principal
actions between the Spaniards and insurgents
officially published : In tbe jurisdiction of
Santa Clara the Spaniards destroyed three salt
pits and sixty-three huts belonging to the insur¬
gents, killing six of tbe latter. In the juris¬
diction of Saoiiago a Spanish oolumn of trooos,
with 100 cavalry, defeated a party of 000 in¬
surgents and dispersed them, killing 27 meu,
and capturing 35 horses and 10 mules. The
loss of ihe Spaniards was 12 soldiers and 3
officers killed, aod 26 wouoded.

The Washington .Navy Yard .The
board of naval officers who reported against
the abandonment of the Wasiiiogtou navy-
yard say:
"The Washington yarl constitutes one of

the main defenses of the national capital, aud
iu the event of a war its absence would be se

verely felt. During our several experiences
this navy yard proved of great value, not, only
as a nati mal defense, but in supplying our ves¬

sels of war with ordinance materials."
The Washington correspondent of the Balti¬

more Sun says:
"In case of war the Washington uavy-yard

would be the only place south of Philadelphia
to which the iron clad monitors could resort io
lie up in fresh Witer. There would be uo diffi
culty in assembling the entire force of iron-ciads
near the navy-yard in case the capital is threat-
en.-d. It has within its limits a large amount
of the best machinery of all kinds, and the
largest tiuriue engines have been construcfcd
here. It supplies tho largest portion of tho
copper bolts and sh-'athing used in the navy.
It has always been considered the best conduct
ed and must economical yard in the country.
The board conc'ude that they are wholly uoabl-j
to see any good reason for the abandonment of
the Washington yard, but on the contrary are

of the opinion that it would be advantageous
to the government to enlarge it."

Finoinu Contest for a Prize Medal..
A very pleasant entertainment was given by
the pupils of No. 10 female school, Paik
avenue, near Preston street, yesterday af?cr
noon, at which Mayor Litrooe, Comptroller
Vanzant. School Commissioner-* John T. Mor¬
ris and .Joshua P.'askitt, Prof. Shepherd aod a

Duuii-.cr of other gentlemen were present. The
exercises consisted of music, readings, &c
The chief feature of the entertaiDLucut was a

singing contest for a s'lver medal, given by
Mr. Piaskitt. It was between Misses Clara
Frink, Fannie Taylor. Phoebe Fuller, Birdie
George, Agatha Parlett aod Jennie McCor
mick. A song entitled, "Katie's Love L i¬

ter," was suDg by each of the young ladies iu
succession, the judges being Messrs. Latrobe,
Va^Z'.m and Morris, who awarded the medal
to Miss McCormiek. In presenting the medal,
Mayor La'robe .said there wouid be a time
when a grearer prize than a medal wou:d be
given for "Jennie's love letter.".Bait. News.

Miss McCormick, who is ooly thirteen year-*
of age, has many friends and connections in
this city, and until recent:y lived here with her
relative, Mr. Monroe Newton,

Valley Railroad..A meeting of the
stockholders of ihe Valley Railroad was held
in Staunton, yesterday. A majority of the
stock Dot being represented the meetiog ad¬
journed to reassemble in the same place on the
2<S'h lost. This conflicts wiih the meeiiogcall
cd by the directors to be held in this city.

A destructive fire occurred at Dinville, lasl
Suuday. Among the sufferers were G orge
Price, T L. Gipon. M. Moore, J. G. Whit
lock, Abner Anderson, P. Bouidiu, and A.
Chatelain.
The trial of William Tyler, for forgery, which

was set for trial, in Washington, yesterday,was
postponed until after the Fisher trial.

At "Edgewood," Clarke county, tho residence
of the bride's mother, on Wednesday, Dec'r
13th,187G by Rev. A. C. Hopkins, Mr. CHAS
ri. KEMPER, of Fauquier county, V»., ar.d
Miss fcUE HOPKINS, daughter of the late
.1 an.ps I). Gibson, esq., of Clarke county.

oiJb:i>
At "Mantua," near Berryville, Clarke co.,

Va., December 5 lb7t>, alter h short illness of
typhoid lever, JUbJL'A, eldost daughter of Dan¬
iel C. tjnyder, in the 20.h year ¦ f her age

j^AW BOOKS FOR SALE."
For sale Grattan's Reports, vole. 12 to 20 in¬

clusive; Munford, Henning & Mur f>rd, Ran¬

dolph and Robinson's' Reports; Virginia He-
ports vol?. 1 2 and 3; Robinson's New Prac¬
tice ; Dillon on Municipal Corpo'ations; Cool-I
ey's Constitutional Limitations; Kerr on Fraud
and Mistake ; Brj^htly's Federal Digost, and a

number of other law books. Apply at this of¬
fice. dec 20-1 w

i CHAMOIS SKIN ol fine quality, iSwiss Con-
V."' densed Mi<k, CJil Lemon, Camphor Ice
with Glycerine tf our own make, a superior ar¬

ticle, Cold Cream, Lautenback's Myrrh, Smith's
Aromatic Myrrh, Leadbeater's Dentrifice, Sait
Petre, pure, and lower grades, Ground Black
Pepper, superior English Mustard, Jcc., fur
sale by
dec *2U E. S. LEADBEATER & BRO.

Telegraphic Summary.
Theleatiur belt manufacturers a»;d merch¬

ants of New York havj determined to advance
their pricce.
The democrats carti"d the city of Tallahas¬

see in a municipal ekciioa yesterday.the Gr:-t
time sioee the war.

Lulu Martin, charged with klliog Dr.
Baker, w;>d yesterday put on «rial io Ho-ton for
the mutdcr o' C!ias. S. Ricker al>o, ou hi reus;
was post poned.
The secoui officer and four H'sra^n of the

steamer, City of Bristol, Irorn Liverpool for
Fliiladelphia, were washi d overboard ao 1
dri wucd during the gale on the 14th, and the
steamer so iujurt d that she hai to pat back.

Humphries, the Florida ineligible elector,
saj.s his r> sigr.rttiou was acoeotcd by JudgeWood, l'hcrc is no paper on fi:j in Washing¬
ton to >usrain his assertion.

Allis-<.n & McCluag's warehouse, in Koox-
villo, was burned this morning, and U. II.
Smith, a prominent jeweler ol th.it city. killed
by the falling walls.

Charle* Brent, the L';ui villf i'nre r, lr»s
bco delivered up by the ttritish gov-rnm ;ut
to II. 8. officers.

Kx*Chaueellnr (jri-«t>ti, of New .Jt*r-«"»y. tl-.o I
la>t night.

SO,(>00 tons of IV's'.hio coii wore s-^'d in
N'jw Voik. to day. lump. steamer. grate afd
egg nt 2.«S2£, >tove at 3.47A, and chestnut
at 3.07A.
The tu=r J. L. Xciii - bl w u .>, i hi - morning,

in N w York li irbor, killiui: her captain, deck
hands and stc w;ir -.

The ste.itnr-r Bl ckbird, ol the St«' mi 1 -laud
North Shore Line, en her trip up to New York,
tli* m ruing, struck a n:ck an I .-unk. No
lives iost.
A dispa'ch from Now Orleans says a dis¬

patch from Fti Dvis, sass M. x cin revolu¬
tionists hnv.* captured Miller an American
banker fit Chihuihua and demand $S0."0 . »n
gold as rans »m 1'r his relia* ¦.

A fire at Lynchburg on Monday night, de¬
stroyed two frame buildings ou Main street, iu
which were located the dry goods store ol J. A.
Walton, and the photograph establishment of
J. W. S'jwards. The entire stock of goods of
both was destroyed. The loss was heavy with
but slight insurance.
Only three loaded boa's were caught at Cum¬

berland hy the freeze.

COMMERCIAL.
I'riccs of Produce iu Alexandria.

FLOUR, Fine $1 'io @ 4 5U
Superfine 5 25 5 5u
Extra G 00 by G To
Family 7 To (4> 8 IX)
Fancy brands 8 0U (a) J? 25

WHEAT, common to fair.... 1 (Ki (a) 1 26
Good to prime 1 25 (ou 1 35
Choice 1 4o (di 0 no

(JOHN, while 'J GO (& 0 52
Mixed U 5j (<ju 0 52
Yellow 0 5'J 0 62

New 0 49 (<% 0 50
RYE 0 G5 (# 0 G8

OATS >. Ho (a* 0 3K
TURKEYS 0 10 (<y U \z
BUTTER, prime 0 25 (cu 0 >8

Common to middling «' 10 (a> 0 lo
EGGS 0 27 (cy 0 3d

IRISH POTATOES 1 25 (<H I 60
ONIONS U To (4 100
DRIED CHERRIES, lb... u 12 (a, 0 13
GREEN APPLES, pt bbl.... 150 «ju 2 m>
CHESTNUTS,bushel 2 25 (g 2 5;
VEAL CALVES " 1 '.ou 0 G
DRESSED HOGS GOO (oa G 50
BACON, Uams, country 0 12 (ou 0 I-''.

Best sugar cured Hams... 0 15 (jt) o !G
Butchers' Hams 0 14 (tit o l
Western 0 14 <<u 0 I5j
jsidog O !JJ <4 012
shoulders 0 5 (a, 0 \i

La IV.) 0 :-J 'tv 0 11
CLO V ER SK r.D 0 0' (<m b oo

Timothy 2 25 <<y 2 50
PLASTER, ground, per ton. 5 0 » < o tt 0'»

(jround, in bags or bids... 7 O' 0 m
Ground, in bags, rot'',!.... <» Oo (ou o iri

Lump 3 2' (iff '6 '¦/!
6ALT, G. A. ( Liverpool; I i" (<u I 20

Fine1 "5 (<v 1
Turk's Island o :jo (iv 0 I"

WOOL, long unwashed o 2G (<o 0 2-
Washed <l ;;4 (.*> <>

Merino, unwasrie l. 0 22 (ou 0 23
Do. washed " 'ti " *'2

SUMAC 1 25 (<v 1 5'i
HAY 13 oi ot, 15 UO

Flour is active and firm al quwialions, with

light receipts and a lair local and country de¬
mand. Wlwftt hnJ declined, and the maruol i?
dull arid droopirg; offering.3, ol l-'.lb bu-ln* s,
with sales «t I20tl40, as to quality. Corn is

firmer, and 1788 bushels soid lo-day at -1"> a:.>1
50 for new, and 52 for old. Rye has d«v Im- I,
and wo quoto a*. G5aG8; sales of l^G bu.sl!"^.
Oats ar»< bettor, with small sales at 37. O'Ut.lry
produce is advancing, it bei ig in d.;nm. d n»r

Christmas.

[By Telegraph.]
New York, Doc. 20..Stocke active and :-»w

er. Money 5 Gold )07i Oovfrnment- :..¦ tiv>i

and Bteady. Fl'.ur tinu and quiet. Wheat a

shed-.1 firmer Corn firm.
Baltimore, Dec'r 20. .Virginia0;, d«*ferr-

04; Virginia:, consolidat d. Obi: do. 2 l «'-ries.M9
Cotton quiet and steady ; middling Hi ,j':"ur
more a< t;ve, lirm and unchanged V\ iie*t
scarce and firm ; No. 2 Western winter r <1 i:;s.
No. 2 Chicago spring 12G; 1'enna. red 138nM-«;
Maryland red good to prime 14'Jil48, do amtmr
150d 155 ; do. white 125*128- Corn.So ithern
steady and firm ; Western old quiet and easier
n"W stovly arid tji.n; rew Sou.hern white *'2-»
5G;do yell"w53 5G; Western miied <»id »0"l
6'.i; new spot an.i i^ec 56; Jan 5 i ; Fob 5b Otb
dull, v.ith a downward tendency; S ,uthern
prime37a£8; Western white 30*371; do. mix d
33 135 Kye nominally ste*dv at 70i72 Clover
Se d eto'idy w ih a :<ii" demand at 14*$lo H^y
scarce, firm and higher; Maryland and Penn*.
prime 17 >$18. Sugar dull a:id stea !y at 1 ¦; *1 ..

Whiskey scarce an 1 li~rn at 1 13«$l 181

ISy V. \. Kerby, Auclioneor.

VALUABLE REAL ESTATE IN ALKX-
ANi»R£A COUNTY, VrA., FOB SALr.

Under authority of the decne of the Circuij
Court of Alexandria c ;ui.ty in the eunsoiidao*'.
chancery cause cf The Domestic Si-wii'g Ma¬
chine Company ag^ii.st Kob'-rt *»nd hi za I *rk-
or and others, ana Given and Morseii, au-ieer,

again=t Welsh and others, p*j£-d atth"Novem¬
ber term, 1816, the undersigned, as cornm "i

era therein named, wiil ot!er, on MOti DA i,

.Junuary the 22d, 1677, at 12 o'clock m , oy O'J".

lie auction, at the front door of th<. C jurt IJoUf*
Ot said county, on Columbus street, in t'.e city
of Alexandria, Va., the fallowing descnne^
property, or so much thereof as m»y ne nee"."

sary to comp:y with the terms ot said decree,
lying in toe Countv of Alexandria and btate oi

Virginia, to wit: Commencing for the .-nine ata

stone at the southwest corner ol lot numherio
thirteen (13) of tho survey of L-wis Carberry
the Mason estate; thence north 87 degrees en.-.,

41 poles and 20 links to a stone; thence nortn .i

degrees we:t, 19 po!» s 15 links to a kt >ne on

south side of tho turnpike road running r, ''J
Georgetown, D. C., to l1 alls Church, virginiH ,

thonce with said turnpike west JS pole.-: an^
links to a stone; ther.ce with said pike soutn .-

degrees west 24 poles to a stone in the int<*rsf c

tion of the west line of sail lot; thence with sail

line south 3 degrees east *na 15 poles to in-

place of beginning.supposed to contain L\e lo

acres, be the same mora or less Ihe proper.)
is improved by a modern DWELLING.
Terms of Sale.Ten per centum ot the per

chttse money in cash, and tho residue in trir.-e

equal insia ments, payable respectively at sis,

twelve and eighteen months after dale, witn in¬

terest from the day of sale; to be evidence j j.,

the bonds of the purchaser, with good perroi^i
security. Conveyancing at the cu«tot Liie p ir-

chaser. FRANCIS L. SMil dr.,
il. D. BALL,

d»:c 20-eots Commissjoners ot >:ile.

QMALL HAMS and Sug*r cured Shoulder.-,
O choice, received to-day by
n0v 'Si J. C. & E. MILBL RJN.

DRY SUGAR CORN just received by
lov 2 GEO. McBURNE\ A bON,


